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Shimmering 
Snowdonia 
Sandbanks
Porthmadog to Black Rock Sands in Gwynedd

www.walkingnorthwales.co.uk

A walk along one of the most beautiful river estuaries in 
Wales! The rocky headlands, coves, and beaches of the 
River Glaslyn as it reaches the sea near Porthmadog lead 
onto Black Rock Sands Beach, where you can see all the 
way to Ireland. Return through Porthmadog Golf Course 
and enjoy the views of Snowdon from the woodlands of 
the mountain of Moel y Gest.

9.43 miles / 15.1 km 
Distance 

4 hours 
Duration 

Medium 
Difficulty 

Public Car Park Lombard Street 

Starting from 

http://www.walkingnorthwales.co.uk
http://www.walkingnorthwales.co.uk
http://www.walkingnorthwales.co.uk
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Car Park

Walks/Trails Café/Restaurant

Accommodation

Flora

Public house/
Bar

Industrial

Train/Tram 
Station

Sporting 
Venue

Key

Harbour/"
Berth/"
Mooring

Village/Settlement

Point of Interest

Meeting Point Viewpoint

Park/Childrens Play Area



Chapters 
!
Chapter 1 

Porthmadog Harbour and the Heritage Railway Station 
This walk begins at the public car park on Lombard Street. Walk up to High Street and along it to the right, 
until you come to the harbour. Just across the roadway is the Porthmadog Harbour Train Station, used by 
both the Ffestiniog and the Welsh Highland Heritage Railways. Carry on around the harbour and at the old 
mill that now houses a Thai Restaurant, take the road that goes along the right hand side of the building.
!
Chapter 2 

The Boatyards 
As you stroll along the quiet access road you'll pass a series of small boat yards and nautical shops that 
serve the many pleasure boats that sail from here. At the end of the road climb the land and cross through a 
pretty residential area before descending to Borth y Gest.
!
Chapter 3 

Borth-y-Gest 
Follow the shoreline right around the cove of this very pretty village, which is mostly comprised of homes 
from Victorian times. At the far end of the village keep along the coastal shoreline passed the church.
!
Chapter 4 

Along the Estuary: beaches and rocky coves 
Continue along the shore path for a couple of miles, travelling through the Pen y Banc nature reserve. 
Wonderful views of the sandy coves and rocky headlands that make up this bit of the River Glaslyn Estuary.
!
Chapter 5 

Black Rock Sands Beach 
Black Rock Sands beach or Morfa Bychan in Welsh, is famed for it beauty and accessibility. It is one of the 
few beaches in the UK that you can drive a car onto. Once on the beach, follow the line of the dunes 
northwards, or to the right, for a mile, and then exit the beach onto Beach Road, which is where the cars 
get onto the beach from.
!
Chapter 6 

Beach Road 
Follow Beach Road, with a large caravan park on your left, for approximately half a mile. When you come to 
the start of a housing estate on the right side of the road, go right for 50 yards unti the fingerpost directs 
you onto the golf course.
!
Chapter 7 

Fairways and Greens: Across the golf course 
Cross the Porthmadog Golf Couse, taking care to stay on the road and watch out for flying golf balls. At the 
end of the road head for the main road with club house on your left and the parking lot on your right.
!
Chapter 8 

Moderate climb up from the beach 
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Follow the road to the left, uphill for a mile. The road climbs moderately and offers some fine views looking 
back. You'll crest a hill and descend a little. Just before you reach the white house with a low stone wall on 
the left, take a turning right up a small overgrown lane on your right.
!
Chapter 9 

Views at Parc y Borth 
Climb up the lane and into Parc y Borth Nature Reserve. This ancient oak woodland is being restored by 
Natural Resource Wales. Climb to the top of the hill and enjoy the views along the coast to the north and 
towards Snowdon to the east. Carry on straight ahead and you'll descend back down into Borth y Gest 
village.
!
Chapter 10 

Borth y Gest and Low Level path through the woodland 
Take the lane down to the shoreline road and then turn left and left again up the next lane. This leads to a 
low level path through paddock and woodland. After a kissing gate and a few minutes walk you'll come to 
the main road into Port. Take this to the right for 50 meters and then turn left into Tyydyn Lwyn Holiday 
Parc.
!
Chapter 11 

Tyddyn Lwyn Holiday Park 
Follow the road into the caravan park, perhaps stopping at the shop for a cool drink. Carry on straight on 
until opposite the childrens' play area, the footpath goes off diagonally to the left.
!
Chapter 12 

Over the Flank of Moel y Gest 
Follow the obvious footpath as it begins to climb. Just before the entrance into a beguiling paddock, there 
is a hard-to-find stile on the left hand side. Take this and don't go into the paddock on the right, even 
though it looks lovely. The route climbs STEEPLY for a bit here, so watch your footing. At the top there is a 
second stile and then, after soaking up the views, you descend through a wonderful open forest, doubling 
back once as the path takes you down to the main road.
!
Chapter 13 

Porthmadog High Street 
The end of the walk is a stroll to the right along pretty much the entire length of Porthmadog High Street, 
from the industrial estate where you come onto it, passed the banks and supermarkets, to the touristy bit 
by the Train Station. A lovely place to sit and rest with a cuppa, while watching the world go by.
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